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Threshold is a sculpture group that serves as a gateway within the Norman 
Y Mineta San José International Airport Terminal B. Threshold showcases 
a pair of radiant, intricate worlds enclosed within glass cases, framing 
the passage from the baggage area out to the city beyond. Threshold is a 
permanent public sculpture exploring fundamental concepts of elemental 
life and new technologies for making our built environment. The forms 
echo aerial vistas that evoke the shared experience of flight and distant 
destinations.

One glass case contains a counterclockwise-swirling cluster of flame-like 
currents with a shower of rays and beaming crystalline bursts, alluding 
to planetary auras. A second case contains a clockwise-turning flowing 
pool with dense masses of floating spherical forms each encrusted with 
tiny glass orbs, evoking the image of a well in the center of the world. 
Combinations of crystalline triangular, quadrilateral, pentagonal and 
hexagonal forms are arranged in multi-layered lattices and cell-like shelters. 

The elements of Threshold are organized in systems organized with 
transitions between polar organizations of cells, vector organizations of 
showers and upwellings, and field organizations of surrounding clouds. 
These forms are organized by phyllotaxis, computationally controlled 
cellular arrangements similar to those that guide shell growth. 

Framed by the theory of abiogenesis, Threshold aims to express figure to 
field phase transitions, showing turbulence and harmonic organization. 
The sculpture’s clouds behave like currents that rotate and shear along 
their flow path, creating turbulence and secondary periodic reactions. The 
showers of rays consist of conical material arranged and duplicated in 
concentrated vectors, which puncture adjacent membranes and shells in 
linear axes. Hyperbolic cellular membrane forms include smooth swells, 
periodic ripples, and exfoliated upwellings. Multiple layers each serve as 
the template for the next. Sheltering qualities are found within concave 
forms, while defensive qualities are expressed through convex forms.
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�fquqv̄�ggiugd̄#ekwql̄zrnxȳ�l{uḡ#ex̄[lhlrel̄9�̄�jrjwjoy|̄c�ytg{_̄vfquqv{ggiugdjhnfqegnexnl}egu_̄~̂ȳ�yȳ�c�~
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Front View of Shower Case Front View of Sphere Case
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®� ¦ 6̄7§§­¦§«)��� ¥§�¥̄8¡��̄:; < ¡¢̄)��� ¥§�¥=�§"«­¥§>­?�ª=6@�Ā"¥§�¦ ¡¢̄Bª£ª�ª¡¥ª&̄E¬̄ F̄��̈̄HHHI�/�	I*/̄J̄¥�̈̄̄MNPQNRSTRR1U5¬ª� �̄�¥§VN NWJNVJ5N

�\±q|����±�|�|�¦±�
±�#|
�#|±�|¦[]#|¦[]±]
��±O

±�[O����±

�f±9ghijk
#. #glgmk

�jnoipg�hlki

�rskgstu

�jlvstu±]sgwi

�hswsx±�iikwif±#gmysn±|tpz{±�n}wi±#gz±]njntgn±9�±�ltlylq{~±e�{vi}a±xhswsx}iikwifljphsgipgzpn�giwa±�̀{±�{{±�e��
��#|

�̀��b±#�O±�±]hjikhnwy�jlvstu±#plwi

�#�iuity

�iksut±�i�iwnx�itg

.iw±�lgi.iw±�feb�b��d̀�lgi

qnmtgiy±�suhgstuà̀b
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Assembled View of Sphere Case Exploded View of Sphere Case
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Cloud Layer
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Assembled View of Sphere Case Exploded View of Sphere Case
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Elevation View of Shower Case
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Ground and Upper Reflected Plan of Shower Case Ground and Upper Reflected Plan of Sphere Case
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Threshold
Philip Beesley & Living Architecture Systems Group

Threshold is a sculpture group that serves as a gateway within the 

Norman Y Mineta San José International Airport Terminal B. Threshold 

showcases a pair of radiant, intricate worlds enclosed within glass 

cases, framing the passage from the baggage area out to the city 

beyond. Threshold explores concepts of elemental life and new 

technologies for making our built environment. The forms echo 

aerial vistas that evoke the shared experience of flight and distant 

destinations. 

Threshold’s design relates to the theory of abiogenesis, the conception 

of evolution that conceives very simple first life-forms moving through 

gradual processes that become increasingly complex. Cellular 

membrane forms include swells, ripples, and upwellings. Sheltering 

qualities are found within concave forms, while defensive qualities are 

expressed through convex forms.

One glass case contains a counterclockwise-swirling cluster of flame-

like currents with a shower of rays and beaming crystalline bursts, 

alluding to planetary auras. A second case contains a clockwise-turning 

flowing pool with dense masses of floating spherical forms each 

encrusted with tiny glass orbs, evoking the image of a well in the 

center of the world. Combinations of crystalline triangular, quadrilateral, 

pentagonal and hexagonal forms are arranged in multi-layered lattices 

and cell-like shelters. 

Riverside Architectural Press
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